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Ocean Literacy

Shared Understandings

Here are some shared understandings of ‘ocean literacy’ curated through our Living Glossary
workshops with our community of practice. These can be used as starting points in your work and
projects.

Ocean literacy is:
1) Anunderstanding and appreciation of the ocean and how it is changing

2) How people understand, talk about, relate to and value the ocean. An ocean literacy needs to
encompass a coastal orientation.

3) Understanding of water and our relationship to it

4) An understanding of your influence on the ocean and its influence on you. It is a societal
outcome that recognises multiple dimensions including knowledge, emotions and access, and
results in a society that values the ocean

5) Enough understanding of how the ocean works and its value to the global ecosystem to
manage it sustainably
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Ocean stems from the ancient Greek Qkeavadc, referring to a vast river encircling the Earth and personified as
adeity. It passed into Latin as Oceanus, then into Old French and Anglo-Norman as occean in the 12th
century, meaning a vast body of salt water.

Literacy - etymon: literate stems from the Latin litteratus, meaning marked with letters and later learned or
cultured. It referred to someone well-versed in literature or culture. (Source: Oxford English Dictionary)




